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1. HISTORY: 

International Convention for the Control and 
Management of Ships' Ballast Water and 
Sediments, 2004, has been ratified by 38 states 
constituting 30.38% of the world's merchant 
shipping fleet up to now, and it is expected that 
this Convention will be effective in the year of 
2015. Moreover, given the lack of availability 
on ballast water management system over the 
world, IMO had considered and discussed to 
amend the implementation schedule for 
installation of ballast water management 
system, and then, just previous 28th session of 
IMO Assembly adopted Resolution Assembly 
1088(28). 
 
2. New implementation schedule for 

BWM treatment : 

 
The implementation dates in the Convention 
text was for an expected earlier ratification of 
the Convention. MEPC 65 agreed on a relaxed 
phase-in of the treatment standard and this was 
recently accepted in the 28th IMO Assembly in 
early December. 
The adopted resolution removes the 
requirement of compliance with treatment 
standard at delivery for all existing ships, first 
intermediate survey is removed as one of the 
due dates and the compliance date has been 
linked to the International Oil Pollution 
Prevention renewal survey. 
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3. Table: 

The Convention requires either exchange (D-1) or treatment (D-2) after entry into force. If entry into 
force occurs prior to 1st of January 2016, the Convention will require compliance with D-2 standard 
according to the schedule in the table: 

 

 

Constructed year BW capacity Cu. M New Schedule 
 

Before 2009 
Between 1500 and 5000 1st IOPP renewal survey after entry into force 

of the Convention 

Less than 1500 or bigger than 
5000 

1st IOPP renewal survey after the anniversary 
date of delivery of ship in 2016 

 
 
 
 
2009 
or after 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Less than 5000 

1st IOPP renewal survey after entry into force 
of the Convention 

 
Between 2009 
and 2011 
 

 
 

5000 or more 

 
1st IOPP renewal survey after the anniversary 
date of delivery of ship in 2016 

 
After 2011 

 

 
5000 or more 

1st IOPP renewal survey after the day of the 
entry into force of the Convention 

 

                                                  

                         


